
 

Spend a Million Dollars 
You have just inherited a million dollars but there’s a catch! In order 

to get your money you have to show how you would spend all of it. 
Yes! All of it!!! This project will have you demonstrate how well you 
can calculate and budget your money. Come on, you’re going to be 

rich one day, RIGHT?! 

GOAL: Spend the entire $1,000,000.00. You must investigate, research, and 
present exactly how you would spend it. 
 

THEME: The million dollars must be spent carrying out one particular plan.   
Example of themes: 

• Dream vacation (trip around the world) 
• Bettering society/lifestyle (going green, building “green” homes) 
• Starting a family business (upscale restaurant, school, hospital) 
• Build a new amusement park or playground 

 

RESEARCH: All of the expenses involved in carrying out the details of your 
plan must be included. 
 For example: If you are opening a restaurant, you must consider how 
many workers/chefs you will need and how much you will pay them. Will it be 
upscale or fast food?   If you are buying a car, you will need to consider the cost of 
gas, maintenance, and insurance for the length of time you will own the car.  
 

DISPLAY: You must include picture representations of purchases 
(like cars, houses, places visited, etc) Present the research and accounting 
for your plan in one of the following ways: 

• Poster board display  
• Travel brochure/itinerary  
• Blueprints, diagrams  
• Business portfolio complete with graphs and charts  
• Newspaper or magazine feature story complete with graphics and 

captions  
• “Picture album” or “Scrapbook” of project  
• PowerPoint presentation of project  
•  

Here are the Rules:  
 

1) An ad or a picture from a catalogue must document all items. Round prices 
to the nearest whole dollar. All items are considered tax-free, so there will 
be no sales tax added to the items purchased.  



 

2) You can only buy one of the same types of “big ticket” item. You therefore 
cannot buy two houses, two family cars, or two boats. (Sets or packaged 
sets are acceptable.); no other real estate adventures 

3) You are not allowed to spend over $200,000 on any item. This includes 
houses, boats, and land. You can include putting money away for college, 
however you must research the college; tuition, room & board, and book 
cost. 

4) You must spend the money, all of it. That means that buying CD's, stocks 
and bonds, and other investments are not allowed, since you never 
actually lost the money. In fact, sometimes you get more back. 

5) Relatives and friends are not allowed to sell you items and you are not 
allowed to simply give it away. Every penny must be accounted for with 
documentation of a picture/ad or written estimate. You are ALLOWED to 
give no more than 10,000 to a reputable charity (include name, address & 
phone number of charity) 

6) Ad includes the actual price and cannot be handwritten in next to the item. 
Also, written estimates from the business are required for any over-the-
phone purchases such as boats, education, or braces. 

7) All items must be numbered next to each picture or ad. 
8) A table is required with categories in which you display how the money is 

being spent like the example below. (see sample accounting chart for a 
mini-theme park) 

Example of categories within the themes:  

a. Transportation  
b. Housing  
c. Food  
d. Entertainment  
e. Luxuries  

9) Your total should be at the bottom of the columns on each page. 
10) Request and use as many different catalogues as possible. 
11) Most of all, HAVE FUN! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sample ACCOUNTING (Categories):   
Toy and Food Stands 

 
Land costs 

Item Quantity Unit Price Total Price 

Starting Plot Fee to Buy Land     $150,000 

Clearing Fee (Labor)     $70,000 

Permits and Lease for 1 year     $10,000 

Savings Until Profit     $200,000 

    Total: $430,000 

Employees 

Type of Employee Quantity Cost per Month Total price for 1 year 

Builders 200 $1000 $2000 

Handyman 28 $100 $33,600 

Mascots 15 $75 $13,500 

Security 17 $45 $9,180 

Mechanics 15 $65 $11,700 

Savings Unitl Profit     $150,000 

    Total: $417,980 

 

Item Quantity Unit Price Total Price 

Cotton Candy 10 $250 $2500 

Souvenir Stand 15 $210 $3150 

Pizza Corner 8 $275 $2200 

Drinks and Popcorn 5 $225 $1125 

Bathrooms 10 $200 $2000 

Information Booths 5 $250 $1250 

Balloon Stands 3 $200 $600 

    Total: $12,825 



 

Rides and Attractions 

Item Quantity Unit Price Total Price 

Graviton 1 $580 $580 

Power Tower 1 $800 $800 

Go Karts 1 $920 $920 

Roller Coasters (different assortment) 7 $5000 $35,000 

Space Rings 4 $288 $1152 

Bumper Cars 2 $440 $880 

Ferris Wheel 3 $450 $1350 

Merry-Go-Round 2 $460 $920 

Swinging Inverter Ship 1 $428 $428 

    Total: $42,030 

 
WHERE TO FIND PRICES?  
  

Ø      Newspapers 
Ø      Magazines 
Ø      Catalogs 
Ø      Personal interviews 
Ø      Phone calls to local businesses 
Ø      Other research materials 

 
INTERNET LINKS: 

Amazon.com  
  http://www.amazon.com 
Furniture (includes many links to children's furniture sites): 
  http://dir.yahoo.com/Business_and_Economy/Companies/Children/Furniture/  
iOwn, Inc. (house-finding site): 
  www.iown.com/ 
CarSmart (automobile search site): 
  www.carsmart.com/ 
Apartments.com (apartment search site): 
  www.apartments.com/index.htm 
Outpost.com (computer resource site): 
  www.outpost.com/ 
NECXdirect (computer software and hardware): 
  http://necxdirect.necx.com/cgi-bin/auth/docroot/index.html 
VacationSpot.com (vacation-planning site): 
  www.vacationspot.com/mc.htm 



 

 
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Names in the group: ______________________________________ 

(Groups of three (3) members ONLY!!!) 
  

(Project worth 300 points) 
 THEME:  
(chose a worthwhile theme, and everything ties into that main idea) 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
  
Major Categories: 



 

(at least 3 separate categories, at least three items per category, organized correctly)  
  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
  
Research: 
(got accurate prices, used multiple sources, adults as well as internet, put time into it) 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  
  
Details: 
(thought of all necessary details for your plan) 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
  
Accounting (Spreadsheet): 
(calculations correct, major categories add up to grand total) 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
  
PROJECT DISPLAY: 
(neat and organized, colorful and entertaining, explains the whole project) 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
  
Effort and Creativity: 
(unique ideas, extra thought and effort) 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
  
Followed guidelines (directions): 
(didn’t break any “rules”, followed the guidelines on the website) 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
  
Finished on time: 
(calculations were ready for spreadsheet day, project handed in complete on 
_5/18/2010_ ) 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
  
How closely you got to a million dollars: 
(did not go over, only gave $10,000 to charity, close to $1,000,000) 
  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

  
Total Points (times 3): __________/300__ 

  
Evan's Dynamite Dunes 

A Mini-Theme Park 

Evan D. (2001) 



 

 

I have designed a mini-theme 
park for entertainment of many 
ages. I decided to take my 
$1,000,000 and plan a perfect 
place for family enjoyment. 

I have divided my money into 
four categories: Toy and Food 
Stands, Land Costs, Employee 
Costs, and Rides and 
Attractions. I have also set aside 
a portion of m y million to save 
until my theme park starts to 
make a profit. I have drawn up 
the costs for eac category and 
mapped it out. 

As a source, I used the CD-
ROM program called "Roller 
Coaster Tycoon." This program 
allowed me to price different 
attractions, workers, and even 
land. I am happy to say that will 
all my costs and the million 
dollars I was given, I have $97, 
165 left over. 

Enjoy the Park! 

 

Toy and Food Stands 

Item Quanity Unit Price Total Price 

Cotton Candy 10 $250 $2500 

Souvenir Stand 15 $210 $3150 

Pizza Corner 8 $275 $2200 



 

Drinks and Popcorn 5 $225 $1125 

Bathrooms 10 $200 $2000 

Information Booths 5 $250 $1250 

Balloon Stands 3 $200 $600 

    Total: $12,825 

Landcosts 

Item Quanity Unit Price Total Price 

Starting Plot Fee to Buy Land     $150,000 

Clearing Fee (Labor)     $70,000 

Permits and Lease for 1 year     $10,000 

Savings Unitl Profit     $200,000 

    Total: $430,000 

Employees 

Type of Employee Quanity Cost per Month Total price for 1 year 

Builders 200 $1000 $2000 

Handyman 28 $100 $33,600 

Mascots 15 $75 $13,500 

Security 17 $45 $9,180 

Mechanics 15 $65 $11,700 

Savings Unitl Profit     $150,000 

    Total: $417,980 

Rides and Attractions 

Item Quanity Unit Price Total Price 

Gravitron 1 $580 $580 

Power Tower 1 $800 $800 



 

Go Karts 1 $920 $920 

Roller Coasters (different assortment) 7 $5000 $35,000 

Space Rings 4 $288 $1152 

Bumper Cars 2 $440 $880 

Ferris Wheel 3 $450 $1350 

Merry-Go-Round 2 $460 $920 

Swinging Inverter Ship 1 $428 $428 

    Total: $42,030 

 Examples of Student Work: 

Heavy Metal Gym 

Evan's Dynamite Dunes 

 


